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apply when science gets to where only 
science fiction is today. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not just is biologi-
cal engineering capable of engineering 
intelligence; it is also mechanical engi-
neering. One of my friends has said 
that perhaps the last decision that will 
be made by the human race is whether 
our successors are the products of bio-
logical engineering or mechanical Sil-
icon Valley engineering; whether our 
replacements are carbon-based or sil-
icon-based, because I do not know 
whether it will be biological engineer-
ing that engineers intelligence first, or 
whether intelligence rivaling our own 
or perhaps surpassing our own will first 
come from silicon chips; but the same 
ethical issues arise. 

One can imagine a thinking machine 
capable of spirituality. I believe there 
is a book that addresses that issue by 
that title. 

One can imagine a thinking machine 
smarter than any computer, almost 
self-aware, some would argue properly 
used by people, others would say prop-
erly embraced as the constitutional 
equal of human beings. Likewise, it is 
possible for us through silicon engi-
neering, through computer engineering 
that some day we will invent machines 
considerably smarter than us who may 
or may not regard us as their appro-
priate peers or masters. 

I know this is science fiction, but 
would it not be wise to spend a few 
years, and a few, in the minds of a few 
people a lot smarter than I am trying 
to figure out what we would do if 
science begins to offer this as an alter-
native for human kind? 

I can only mention third, 
nanotechnology, the idea of engineer-
ing at the molecular level, at a level 
where perhaps it would be hard to de-
cide whether what we had engineered 
was biological or mechanical, or maybe 
we will see a fusion of biological and 
mechanical or biological and electronic 
engineering where a combination of sil-
icon chips and brain cells from human 
DNA or brain cells from dog DNA are 
fused together. 

I do not want to sound unusual, but 
the science of the future will be a little 
unusual. We in this Congress will not 
do the science, but we in this Congress 
should make sure that we focus the ap-
propriate societal attention long in ad-
vance on the ethical dilemmas that 
will face us as engineered intelligence 
either approaches or surpasses our 
own. 

Mr. Speaker, although there would be 
one benefit of such marvelous engi-
neered intelligence for, perhaps if we 
had an engineered intelligence mas-
sively smarter than myself, maybe we 
would know what the right course was 
for the World Bank to take or what the 
right course was for this Congress to 
take on the issues I addressed earlier in 
this speech. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 28 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 11 o’clock and 
45 minutes. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 4205, FLOYD D. 
SPENCE NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2001

Mr GOSS, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 106–624) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 504) providing for further consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 4205) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2001 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense and for military construc-
tion, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for fiscal year 2001, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. WAMP (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today, on account of at-
tending a funeral. 

Mr. COBURN (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today, on account of at-
tending a funeral.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SKELTON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MINGE, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. HULSHOF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. COLLINS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

on May 24. 

Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. KASICH, for 5 minutes, today.

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 46 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, May 18, 2000, at 10 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7660. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Raisins Produced From 
Grapes Grown in California; Final Free and 
Reserve Percentages for 1999–2000 Crop Nat-
ural (Sun-Dried) Seedless and Zante Currant 
Raisins [Docket No. FV00–989–4 IFR] received 
April 12, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

7661. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Olives Grown in Cali-
fornia; Decreased Assessment Rate [Docket 
No. FV00–932–1 FIR] received April 17, 2000, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

7662. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Office of Thrift Supervision, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Transfer and 
Repurchase of Government Securities [No. 
2000–13] received March 27, 2000, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Banking and Financial Services. 

7663. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Cardiovascular, Orthopedic, and Physical 
Medicine Diagnostic Devices; Reclassifica-
tion of Cardiopulmonary Bypass Accessory 
Equipment, Goniometer Device, and Elec-
trode Cable Devices [Docket No. 99N–2210] re-
ceived April 13, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce. 

7664. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Medical Devices; Gastoenterology-Urology 
Devices; Nonimplanted, Peripheral Elec-
trical Continence Device [Docket No. 00P–
1120] received April 13, 2000, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

7665. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Medical Devices; Laser Fluorescence Caries 
Detection Device [Docket No. 00P–1209] re-
ceived April 13, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce. 

7666. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
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